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Hello everyone and greetings. My name is Anthony Gong and I am from Toronto,
Ontario, Canada. I was born and raised there. I am 22 years of age and I just recently
graduated from McMaster University with a degree in Business Finance and a minor in
Economics. I will be replacing Benjamin for the coming year as the new ALT. Please feel free
to talk with me when you are in the staff room. I am friendly and would love to talk with you.

While only being here for a short time, I have discovered that the students of
Shimodate First High School are extremely bright and hard working. Many students while
only in first year of high school are working extremely hard to try and better themselves.
Please continue to work hard and do not back down from any challenge.

Many of you will probably be wondering how to study English. English can be
difficult and confusing but as a native speaker who has been trying to learn Japanese, I can
tell you that English is a lot easier than Japanese. Japanese has a lot of variations for a single
word. For example, the world "I" in Japanese can be translated to: watashi, boku, ore
watashi, watakushi, and many more. Depending on the situation, you may need to switch
the word. However in English, the word "I" will always be "I" in any situation. In many ways,
this simplifies the English language and this is one of the reasons why English is currently the
world language. The best way to learn English is through oral communication. The more you
speak, the more your brain starts to understand the language thus improving your abilities.

During my four years at University, I took an introduction to Japanese language
course and I understand the pain you are going through. Learning vocabulary, trying to
understand why sentences are in this certain pattern, and finally conjugation. Everything is
new and when it starts piling, it becomes more and more difficult. I recommend you start
small and just slowly tackle the problem and soon you will understand.

Japan is an exciting place to be and I look forward to the remainder of my time here.
I will try and enjoy as much as I can and hopefully, I will have a positive lasting memory of
my time here. Thank you.
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